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Velocity recognized by National Endowment for the
Arts funding
Velocity awarded two of 817 NEA Art Works grants totaling $26.3 million
funding nationwide
(Seattle) — Velocity has been nationally recognized with two 2013 Art Works Grants from
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to support three groundbreaking artistic and
educational programs.
The NEA awarded $20,000 to support Maximum Velocity 2013, a world-class summer
dance intensive consisting of two programs: Strictly Seattle and the 20th Annual Seattle
Festival of Dance Improvisation (SFDI). Participants will engage in four weeks of
education, creation, performance, inquiry, professional development, community
participation, and exchange with inter/nationally recognized faculty.
Strictly Seattle is a total immersion into the Seattle dance scene, offering three weeks of
rigorous physical and compositional training, rehearsals for beginning to professional
dancers, and culminating in a weekend of professionally produced performances. One of
the world's leading festivals of dance and improvisation, Seattle Festival of Dance
Improvisation brings together internationally renowned dance artists and teachers to
perform, collaborate and share their creative processes.
In addition to recognizing Maximum Velocity, NEA awarded $20,000 to support artist
fees and travel for SCUBA National Touring Network for Dance 2014. The funding will be
shared between a national consortium of four presenting organizations: Velocity,
Philadelphia Dance Projects, ODC San Francisco and independent Minneapolis curator
Laurie Van Wieren.
Velocity initiated SCUBA in 2002 to create a national platform providing precious touring
opportunities to contemporary dance artists. SCUBA gives audiences a view of the
breadth of choreographic invention happening across the country, and every year send a
Seattle artist on their first national tour.
“Velocity is very grateful for the NEA’s support and for the positive impact it will have on the
vitality of dance in our region. We are honored to be recognized for our part in the national arts

ecology and to be in the company of other great Seattle organizations who are helping to make
our city a leading cultural center.”
— Tonya Lockyer, Executive/Artistic Director
SCUBA 2013 performances are this weekend April 26-28 in Velocity’s Founders Theater and
feature a world premiere by Maureen Whiting Dance Company, Seattle’s Shannon Stewart and
Philadelphia’s Green Chair Dance Group.
View PDF of the 2013 Art Works Grants & Partnerships from NEA click here.
For more information about Strictly Seattle click here.
For more information about Seattle Festival of Dance Improvisation click here.
For more information about SCUBA click here.
ABOUT VELOCITY
Seattle Mayor’s Arts Award and Genius Award winning Velocity Dance Center is Seattle’s forwardthinking laboratory and essential incubator for dance and emerging ideas. With artist-driven,
community-centered artistic programs, Velocity is instrumental in making Seattle a destination
city with one of the most active dance communities in the nation. With artist-led classes and
workshops every day, performances every week, three annual dance festivals, ongoing humanities
programs that activate thoughtful conversations, as well as weekly community events from social
dances to family-style dinners, Velocity is a portal for those new to dance and an important
community resource. Home to hundreds of independent dance artists and renowned for producing
innovative, cutting-edge work, Velocity has featured performances and master classes by art stars
Pat Graney, Reggie Watts, Miguel Gutierrez, Tere O’Conner, Anouk van Dijk, Deborah Hay, Faye
Driscoll, 33 Fainting Spells, KT Niehoff, Zoe Scofield/Juniper Shuey, Danielle Agami and many
more. Velocity is Seattle’s only dedicated contemporary dance venue where groundbreaking work
and disciplined practice coexist.

SEASON SPONSORS
Velocity’s programs are made possible thanks to the support of The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, Horizons Foundation, 4Culture, ArtsFund, The Seattle Office of Arts and Cultural
Affairs, The New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project, with lead funding from
the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and additional funding from The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, WESTAF, The National Endowment for the Arts, Foundation for Contemporary Arts,
The Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, The Glenn H. Kawasaki Foundation, The Boeing Company,
Pruzan Foundation, The Stewart & Jesse Abelson Foundation, Pacific Continental Bank, Microsoft
and the generous support of individual donors.
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